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Chapter 6 General Rules and Procedures  

6.1 Noise 

Note: Text in blue is from Decision 32 Specific Purpose (Ruapuna Motorsport) Zone and is not the 
subject of this decision. Where required, consequential numbering and style changes have been made. 

6.1.1 Introduction  

This introduction is to assist the lay reader to understand how this sub-chapter works and what it 
applies to.  It is not an aid to interpretation in a legal sense. 

This sub-chapter relates to the management of adverse noise effects, recognising the impact such 
effects can have on the amenity values and health of people and communities. Noise creating 
activities are managed by setting limits on the sound levels they generate, their location, and their 
duration, so that the noise generated is consistent with the anticipated outcomes for the receiving 
environment. In addition, this sub-chapter sets out where sound insulation is required for sensitive 
activities, or alternatively, by limiting the location of sensitive activities relative to activities which 
have elevated noise levels. 

The provisions in this sub-chapter give effect to the Chapter 3 Strategic Directions Objectives. 

6.1.2 Objective and Policies  

6.1.2.1 Objective: Adverse noise effects  

a. Adverse noise effects on the amenity values and health of people and communities are managed 
to levels consistent with the anticipated outcomes for the receiving environment. 

 Policy: Managing noise effects  

a. Manage adverse noise effects by: 

i. limitations on the sound level, location and duration of noisy activities;  

ii. requiring sound insulation for sensitive activities or limiting their location relative to 
activities with elevated noise levels.  

 Policy: Noise during night hours  

a. Achieve lower noise levels during night hours to protect sleep, and the amenity values of 
residential and other sensitive environments, so far as is practicable.  
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 Policy: Entertainment and hospitality activities in precinct areas and key 
locations in the Central City   

a. Enable entertainment and hospitality activities, temporary events or identified facilities (refer to 
Rule 6.1.5.2.4 Temporary activities) that contribute to Christchurch�¶s economic, social, and 
cultural well-being to occur in the Entertainment and Hospitality precinct while ensuring the 
adverse noise effects of activities on the surrounding community and environment are managed 
to levels consistent with the anticipated outcomes for the receiving environment.  

 Policy: Activities in key locations outside the Central City  

a. Enable land use activities at identified facilities (Refer to Rule 6.1.5.2.4 Temporary activities) 
outside the Central City that contribute to Christchurch�¶s economic, social, and cultural 
wellbeing while ensuring the adverse noise effects of activities on the surrounding community 
and environment are managed to levels consistent with the anticipated outcomes for the 
receiving environment.  

 Policy: Airport noise  

a. Require the management of aircraft operations and engine testing at Christchurch International 
Airport, so that: 

i. noise generated is limited to levels that minimise sleep disturbance and adverse effects 
on the amenity of residential and other sensitive environments so far as is practicable;  

ii. where practicable, adverse noise effects are reduced over time. 

b. Mitigate adverse noise effects from the operations of the Christchurch International Airport on 
sensitive activities, by: 

i. prohibiting new sensitive activities within the Air Noise Boundary and within the 65 dB 
Ldn engine testing contour; and 

ii. requiring noise mitigation for new sensitive activities within the 55 dB Ldn air noise 
contour and within the 55 dB Ldn engine testing contour; and 

iii.  requiring Christchurch International Airport Limited (CIAL)  to offer appropriate 
acoustic treatment in respect of residential units existing as at [date Chapter becomes 
operative] within the 65 dB Ldn Annual Airport Noise Contour, and within the 60 dB 
Ldn engine testing contour. 

Note: Policy 17.1.1.10 also mitigates noise effects from the operations of Christchurch International 
Airport on rural land. 

6.1.3 How to interpret and apply the rules 

a. The rules that apply to activities generating, or affected by, noise in all zones are contained in: 

i. The general noise rules in Rule 6.1.4; 

ii. The activity status tables (including activity specific standards) in Rules 6.1.5.1, 6.1.6.1 
and 6.1.7.1; 
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iii.  The Noise Standards in Rule 6.1.5.2; 

iv. The Activity Standards in Rules 6.1.6.2 and 6.1.7.2; and 

v. The matters of discretion in Rule 6.1.8. 

b. Activities generating, or affected by, noise are also subject to the rules in the relevant zone 
chapters. 

c. The activity status tables, rules and standards in the following chapters also apply to activities 
generating, or affected by, noise (where relevant): 

5 �1�D�W�X�U�D�O���+�D�]�D�U�G�V�� 

6 The other sub-chapters of �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���5�X�O�H�V���D�Q�G���3�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V�� 

7 �7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�� 

8 Subdivision, Development and Earthworks; 

9 �1�D�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� 

11 �8�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���(�Q�H�U�J�\�� and 

12 Hazardous Substances and Contaminated Land. 

d. Additional noise standards applying to specific activities are contained in some zone chapters 
and some of the chapters listed in c. above.  

e. In order to understand which rules apply to your activity, there are two aspects you need to 
consider in relation to Sub-chapter 6.1 Noise - whether you: 

i. are generating noise; or 

ii. may be affected by noise (a receiver of noise). 

f. If you are generating noise, the following steps may assist: 

i. Determine whether the activity is exempt from the noise rules, as listed in 6.1.4.2 or 
subject to Rule 6.1.4.3 (a) in the Central City. 

ii. Check whether the activity has specific noise standards for that activity in Rule 6.1.6.2. If 
so, only the standards in Rule 6.1.6.2 apply (unless specified otherwise in Rule 6.1.6.2). 

iii.  Outside the Central City, if not an activity covered in (f) ii . above, establish the zoning 
for all sites which will receive noise from the activity. This will include all adjoining 
sites, but may also include other sites in the vicinity, particularly those that have more 
stringent noise rules than the adjoining sites. Determine whether the noise generated by 
the activity will meet the Noise Standards specified in Rule 6.1.5.2.1 for all noise 
receiving sites.   

iv. In the Central City, if not an activity covered in (f) ii. above, establish the precinct (as 
shown on the Central City Entertainment and Hospitality Precinct Overlay Planning 
Map) for the site where the noise generating activity is located. Determine whether the 
noise generated by the activity will meet the Noise Standards specified in Rule 6.1.5.2.2 
for that precinct, at any site receiving noise from the activity. 
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v. Check your activity is not specified as a discretionary activity, non-complying activity or 
prohibited activity. 

g. If you may be affected by noise (a receiver of noise), the following steps may assist: 

i. Check whether the activity is near infrastructure specified in Rules 6.1.57.2.1, or 
6.1.7.2.2, and is an activity specified in those rules.  

ii. Check the activity status in Rule 6.1.7.1 and whether the activity meets the Activity 
Standards in Rule 6.1.7.2. 

6.1.4 General Noise Rules 

6.1.4.1 Measurement and assessment of noise  

a. Unless otherwise specified elsewhere in this Plan, noise shall be measured in accordance with 
�1�=�6���������������������³�$�F�R�X�V�W�L�F�V���± �0�H�D�V�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���V�R�X�Q�G�´�����D�Q�G assessed in 
�D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���1�=�6�����������������������³�$�F�R�X�V�W�L�F�V-�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���Q�R�L�V�H�´�����H�[�F�H�S�W���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���L�Q��
NZS 6802 referring to Special Audible Characteristics shall not be applied.  

b. The noise standards shall apply at any point within a site receiving noise from an activity, 
except where:  

i. the site boundary is a boundary with a site in the Transport Zone outside the Central City, 
in which case noise standards shall apply at or beyond the far boundary of the Transport 
zone; or  

ii. the site boundary is a boundary with a site in the Transport Zone, Open Space zone or 
any combination of these zones in the Central City, in which case noise standards shall 
apply at or beyond the far boundary of the Transport or Open Space zone; or  

iii.  the standards specify otherwise. 

c. Where a site is divided by a zone boundary then each part of the site divided by the zone 
boundary shall be treated as a separate site for the purpose of these rules.  

6.1.4.2 Exempt activities  

a. The provisions in Rule 6.1.5, and Rule 6.1.6 do not apply to the following noise sources: 

i. traffic noise generated within a Transport Zone;  

ii. trains and crossing bells within a Transport Zone, within the area of the Scheduled 
Activity (Ferrymead Heritage Park), and including railway yards, railway sidings 
(excludes new sidings on private land) or stations, tramways, trams and tram crossing 
bells; 

iii.  sirens used during an emergency; 

iv. helicopters used for an emergency and as an air ambulance; 

v. outside the Central City, boating activities permitted under Rule 18.6.2.1 P3;  
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vi. outside the Central City, normal farming practices undertaken for a limited duration, and 
using equipment which is mobile during its normal use. This includes activities such as 
harvesting, but does not include the use of helicopters, bird-scaring devices, frost control 
fans or irrigation pumps (for these activities refer to Rule 6.1.6.2.4). Motorbikes and 
chainsaws are only exempt when being used as part of normal agricultural activity;  

vii.  spontaneous social activities and children�¶s play (but not including pre-school facilities); 

viii.  the use of generators and mobile equipment (including vehicles) for emergency purposes 
where they are operated by emergency services or lifeline utilities; and 

ix. the use of mobile generators by lifeline utilities for planned electricity supply 
interruption not exceeding 48 hours in duration; and 

x. activities at emergency service facilities associated with emergency response and 
emergency response training.  

b. Any noise received in the Open Space Natural Zone from activities in the adjoining Specific 
Purpose (Burwood Landfill and Resource Recovery Park) is not subject to noise limits for the 
Open Space Zone under Rule 6.1.5.1. All other provisions apply to activities within the zone.  

Advice Notes:  

1. Although these noise sources are exempted from meeting the rules, any potential and actual 
adverse effects shall be considered for any discretionary or non-complying activity. 

2. While not exempt from the noise provisions, broadband reversing alarms are encouraged in 
preference to tonal models. 

6.1.4.3 Durati on of resource consents for activities operating after 2300 
hours in Category 3 Precincts in Commercial Central City Mixed 
Use Zones 

a. In the Commercial Central City Mixed Use Zone and Commercial Central City Mixed Use 
(South Frame) Zone, any resource consent granted under Rule 6.1.5 for activities operating 
after 2300 hours in Category 3 Precincts shall be limited in duration to 7 years. For the 
avoidance of doubt, further resource consent/s for an additional 7 year term, or shorter duration, 
can be sought.     

6.1.5 Zone Specific Noise Rules  

Rule 6.1.5 does not apply to activities for which activity specific rules are specified in Rule 6.1.6 
(unless otherwise specified in Rule 6.1.6).  Rule 6.1.6 applies to these activities. 

6.1.5.1 Activity status tables 

 Permitted activities  

The activities listed below are permitted activities if they meet with the activity specific standards set 
out in the following table. 
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 Activity  Activity specific standards  

P1 Outside the Central City, any activity that 
generates noise and which is not exempt by 
Rule 6.1.4.2 or specified in Rule 6.1.5.1.1 P2 
below.  

a. Any activity that generates noise shall meet the 
Zone noise limits outside the Central City in Rule 
6.1.5.2.1. 

P2 Outside the Central City, people in outdoor 
areas of premises licensed for the sale, 
supply, and/or consumption of alcohol, in all 
commercial zones. 

a. No noise standard applies. 

b. The activity shall only occur between 0700 hours 
and 2200 hours. 

c. The maximum size of the outdoor area shall be 
50m². 

d. The outdoor area shall be setback at least 10 metres 
from the boundary of any site in a residential zone. 

P3 In the Central City, any activity that 
generates noise and which is not exempt by 
Rule 6.1.4.2. 

a. Any activity that generates noise shall meet the 
Noise limits in the Central City in Rule 6.1.5.2.2. 

 Restricted discretionary activities  

The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities.  

Discretion to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the matters of discretion 
set out in Rule 6.1.8, as set out in the following table. 

Activity  �7�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V��discretion shall be limited 
to the following matters: 

RD1  Any activity listed in Rule 6.1.5.1.1 P1 or P3 that exceeds 
the noise limits in the activity specific standards by 10 dB 
or less. 

a. Matters of discretion - Rule 6.1.8   

 Discretionary activities   

The activities listed below are discretionary activities.  

Activity  

D1 Any activity listed in Rule 6.1.5.1.1 P2 that does not meet one or more of the activity specific standards. 

D2 Any activity not provided for as a permitted, restricted discretionary or non-complying activity. 

 Non-complying activities  

The activities listed below are non-complying activities. 

Activity  

NC1 Any activity listed in Rule 6.1.5.1.1 P1 or P3 that exceeds the noise limits in the activity specific 
standards by more than 10 dB. 
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6.1.5.2 Noise Standards 

 Zone noise limits outside the Central City 

a. Outside the Central City, any activity that generates noise shall meet the Zone noise limits in 
Table 1 below at any site receiving noise from that activity, as relevant to the zone of the site 
receiving the noise. 

Table 1: Zone noise limits outside the Central City  

Zone of site receiving noise from the activity Time (hrs) Noise Limit (dB) 

LAeq  LAmax 

a. All residential zones (other than in the Accommodation and 
Community Facilities Overlay) 

b. All rural zones, except Rural Quarry Zone, assessed at any point 
within a notional boundary  

c. Specific Purpose (Flat Land Recovery) Zone 

d. �3�D�S�D�N�—�L�Q�J�D���.�—�L�Q�J�D���1�R�K�R�D�Q�J�D���=�R�Q�H 

0700-2200 50 n/a 

2200-0700 40 65 

e. All commercial zones  

e. All open space zones  

f. All r ural zones, except Rural Quarry Zone, assessed  at the site 
boundary 

g. Accommodation and Community Facilities Overlay 

h. All i ndustrial park zones (excluding Awatea and Memorial Avenue)  

i. Industrial Office Zone 

j. Specific Purpose (Cemetery, Schools, Tertiary Education, Golf 
Resort, Defence Wigram and Hospital) Zones 

0700-2200 55 n/a 

2200-0700 45 70 

k. Industrial General Zone 
 
Except that noise levels shall not exceed 50 dB LAeq/75dB LAmax at 
any residential unit lawfully established prior to (date plan is 
operative) during the hours of 2200 to 0700 

0700-2200 70 n/a 

2200-0700 70 n/a 

l. Industrial Park �± (Awatea and Memorial Avenue) Zones  
 
Except that noise levels shall not exceed 50 dB LAeq/75dB LAmax at 
any residential unit lawfully established prior to (date plan is 
operative) during the hours of 2200 to 0700 

0700-2200 60 n/a 

2200-0700 60 n/a 

m. Industrial Heavy Zone 
 
Except that noise levels shall not exceed 50 dB LAeq/75dB LAmax at 
any residential unit lawfully established prior to (date plan is 
operative) during the hours of 2200 to 0700. 

0700-2200 75 n/a 

2200-0700 75 n/a 

n. Rural Quarry Zone  

o. Specific Purpose (Styx Mill Road Transfer Station) 

0700-2200 65 n/a 

2200-0700 65 n/a 
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Zone of site receiving noise from the activity Time (hrs) Noise Limit (dB) 

LAeq  LAmax 

p. Specific Purpose (Burwood Landfill and Resource Recovery Park) 
Zone 
 
Except that noise levels shall not exceed 50 dB LAeq/75dB LAmax at 
any residential unit lawfully established prior to (date plan is 
operative) during the hours of 2200 to 0700. 

 Noise limits in the Central City  

a. In the Central City, any activity that generates noise shall meet the Noise standards in Table 2 
below at any site receiving noise from that activity, as relevant to the Category of Precinct in 
which the noise-generating activity is located (as shown on the Central City Entertainment and 
Hospitality Precinct Overlay Planning Map). 

Table 2: Noise standards for each Category  

Category of Precinct in 
which the activity is located 

Applicable 
to: 

Time (hrs) Noise Limit Exemptions 

LAeq  LAmax  

a.  Category 1: Higher noise 
level entertainment and 
hospitality precincts. 

Activities 
other than 
discrete 
outdoor 
entertainment 
events 

0700-0300 60 85 This shall not include 
noise from people in 
outdoor areas of premises 
licensed for the sale, 
supply and/or 
consumption of alcohol 
that meet the outdoor area 
setback required by Rule 
6.1.4.2.10. 

0300-0700 60 75 

Discrete 
outdoor 
entertainment 
events 

0700-2200 65 85 

2200-0700 65 85 

b.  Category 2: 
Lower 
noise level 
entertainme
nt and 
hospitality 
precincts. 

All except 
Victoria 
Street area 

All activities 0700-0100 60 85 This shall not include 
noise from people in 
outdoor areas of premises 
licensed for the sale, 
supply and/or 
consumption of alcohol 
that meet the specified 
outdoor area setback 
required by Rule 
6.1.4.2.10, between 0700 
hours and 2300 hours for 
the Victoria Street area 
and between 0700 hours 
and 0100 hours for the 
remainder of Category 2. 

0100-0700 50 75 

Victoria 
Street area 

All activities 0700-2300 55 85 

2300-0700 50 75 

All activities 0700-2300 55 85 
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Category of Precinct in 
which the activity is located 

Applicable 
to: 

Time (hrs) Noise Limit Exemptions 

LAeq  LAmax  

c.  Category 3: All Central 
City areas other than 
Category 1 and 2 
entertainment and 
hospitality precincts. 

All activities 2300-0700 45 75 This shall not include 
noise from people in 
outdoor areas of premises 
licensed for the sale, 
supply and/or 
consumption of alcohol 
up to a maximum size of 
50m², in all Category 3 
Zones except Central City 
Residential Zone, 
between 0700 hours and 
2300 hours. 

Advice Notes: 

1. The map of the three categories is shown in the Central City Entertainment and Hospitality 
Precinct Overlay Planning Map. 

2. Compliance with the noise limits in Table 2 relating to entertainment and hospitality activities 
may require assessment of the ability of individual site design and building construction to 
�D�W�W�H�Q�X�D�W�H���Q�R�L�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���O�H�Y�H�O�����H���J�����Q�R�L�V�H���O�R�E�E�L�H�V�����³�V�R�X�Q�G���F�H�L�O�L�Q�J�V�´���R�U���R�W�K�H�U���P�H�D�Q�V�����R�U��
certification by an experienced acoustic consultant. 

6.1.6 Activity Specific Noise Rules  

6.1.6.1 Activity status tables 

 Permitted activities  

The activities listed below are permitted activities if they meet the activity specific standards set out in 
the following table. 

 Activity  Activity standards 

P1 Any activity listed in: 

a. Rule 6.1.6.2.1 (Generators for 
emergency purposes),  

b. Rule 6.1.6.2.2 (Temporary military 
training activities or emergency 
management activities),  

c. Rule 6.1.6.2.3 (Temporary activities),  

d. Rule 6.1.6.2.5\4 (Rural activities),  

e. Rule 6.1.6.2.5 (Aircraft operations at 
Christchurch International Airport),   

f. Rule 6.1.6.2.6 (On-aircraft engine 
testing at Christchurch International 
Airport),  

a. The activities shall meet the activity standards in the 
following rules: 

i. Rule 6.1.6.2.1 (Generators for emergency 
purposes),  

ii.  Rule 6.1.6.2.2 (Temporary military training 
activities or emergency management activities),  

iii.  Rule 6.1.6.2.3 (Temporary activities),  

iv. Rule 6.1.6.2.4 (Rural activities),  

v. Rule 6.1.6.2.5 (Aircraft operations at 
Christchurch International Airport), including 
the following additional activity standards: 
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 Activity  Activity standards 

g. Rule 6.1.6.2.8 (Helicopter movements),  

h. Rule 6.1.6.2.9 (Sensitive activities in 
the Central City), other than as provided 
for in Rule 6.1.6.1.3 D3,  

i. Rule 6.1.6.2.10 (Licensed premises 
outdoor areas in the Central City), or 

j. Rule 6.1.6.2.11 (Shooting ranges within 
1km of Peacock Springs).  

A. Rule 6.1.6.2.7.1 (Airport Noise 
Management Plan); 

B. Rule 6.1.6.2.7.2 (Acoustic treatment and 
advice); 

C. Rule 6.1.6.2.7.3 (Airport Noise Liaison 
Committee), 

vi. Rule 6.1.6.2.6 (On-aircraft engine testing at 
Christchurch International Airport), including 
the following additional activity standards: 

A. Rule 6.1.6.2.7.1 (Airport Noise 
Management Plan); 

B. Rule 6.1.6.2.7.2 (Acoustic treatment and 
advice); 

C. Rule 6.1.6.2.7.3 (Airport Noise Liaison 
Committee), 

vii.  Rule 6.1.6.2.8 (Helicopter movements),  

viii.  Rule 6.1.6.2.9 (Sensitive activities in the 
Central City),  

ix. Rule 6.1.6.2.10 (Licensed premises outdoor 
areas in the Central City), or 

x. Rule 6.1.6.2. 11 (Shooting ranges within 1km 
of Peacock Springs).  

b. In the Central City, all activities shall also comply 
with Rule 6.1.5. 

P2 Construction activities a. Construction activities shall meet relevant noise 
limits in Tables 2 and 3 of NZS 6803:1999 Acoustics 
- Construction Noise, when measured and assessed in 
accordance with that standard. 

 Restricted discretionary activities  

The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities.  

Discretion to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the matters of discretion 
set out in Rule 6.1.8, as set out in the following table. 

Activity  �7�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V��discretion 
shall be limited to the 
following matters: 

RD1 Any activity listed in: 

a. Rule 6.1.6.2.1 (Generators for emergency purposes),  

b. Rule 6.1.6.2.2 (Temporary military training activities or emergency 
management activities),  

c. Rule 6.1.6.2.3 (Temporary activities),  

a. Matters of discretion �± 
Rule 6.1.8 
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Activity  �7�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V��discretion 
shall be limited to the 
following matters: 

d. Rule 6.1.6.2.4 (Rural activities),  

e. Rule 6.1.6.2.9 (Sensitive activities in the Central City), other than as 
provided for in Rule 6.1.6.1.3 D3,  

f. Rule 6.1.6.2.10 (Licensed premises outdoor areas in the Central 
City), or 

g. Rule 6.1.6.2.11 (Shooting ranges within 1km of Peacock Springs), 

that: 

i. exceeds any noise limits in the activity standards for that 
activity by 10 dB or less, or 

ii.  does not meet one of more of the other activity standards for 
that activity.  

Any application arising from Rule 6.1.6.1.2 RD1 g. (Shooting ranges 
within 1km of Peacock Springs) shall not be publicly notified and shall 
be limited notified only to the trustees of The Isaac Conservation and 
Wildlife Trust or its successors (absent their written approval). 

Note: This rule does not apply to the Specific Purpose (Ruapuna 
Motorsport) Zone or the Christchurch Kart Club raceway at Carrs Road. 

RD2 Construction activities listed in Rule 6.1.6.1.1 P2 that do not meet the 
activity specific standard. 

 Discretionary activities 

The activities listed below are discretionary activities. 

Activity  

D1 Any activity listed in: 

a. Rule 6.1.6.2.5 (Aircraft operations at Christchurch International Airport), or 

b. Rule 6.1.6.2.6 (On-aircraft engine testing at Christchurch International Airport),  

that does not meet one of more of the activity standards for that activity, including one of more of the 
relevant additional activity standards for these activities in Rules 6.1.6.2.7.1, 6.1.6.2.7.2 and 6.1.6.2.7.3.  

D2 Helicopter movements listed in Rule 6.1.6.2.8 (Helicopter movements) that do not meet one or more of 
the activity standards for that activity, other than for air ambulance or emergencies. 

D3 In the Central City, any residential activity or guest accommodation located within a Category 1 Precinct 
as shown on the Central City Entertainment and Hospitality Precinct Overlay Planning Map. 

 Non-complying activities 

The activities listed below are non-complying activities. 

Activity  

NC1 Any activity not provided for as a permitted, restricted discretionary or discretionary activity. 

NC2 Any activity listed in: 
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Activity  

a. Rule 6.1.6.2.1 (Generators for emergency purposes),  

b. Rule 6.1.6.2.2 (Temporary military training activities or emergency management activities),  

c. Rule 6.1.6.2.3 (Temporary activities),  

d. Rule 6.1.6.2.4 (Rural activities),  

e. Rule 6.1.6.2.9 (Sensitive activities in the Central City), other than as provided for in Rule 6.1.6.1.3 
D3,  

f. Rule 6.1.6.2.10 (Licensed premises outdoor areas in the Central City), or 

g.  Rule 6.1.6.2.11 (Shooting ranges within 1km of Peacock Springs), 

that exceeds any noise limits in the activity standards for that activity by more than 10 dB. 

6.1.6.2 Activity standards 

 Generators for emergency purposes  

a. Except as provided for in Rule 6.1.4.2, the use of generators, for emergency purposes only, 
including during planned electricity supply interruption exceeding 48 hours in duration, shall 
meet the following activity standards: 

i. The activity shall, at any time, meet the Zone noise limits specified for between 0700 
hours and 2200 hours in Table 1 of Rule 6.1.5.2.1 at any site receiving noise from the 
activity, as relevant to the zone of the site receiving the noise.  

ii. Routine testing shall occur only on weekdays between the hours of 0900 and 1700, and 
shall meet the Zone noise limits in Table 1 of Rule 6.1.5.2.1 at any site receiving noise 
from the activity, as relevant to the zone of the site receiving the noise. 

For avoidance of doubt, non-emergency use of generators, including peak-lopping, shall 
comply with Rule 6.1.5.  

 Temporary military training activities  or emergency management activities  

a. Temporary military training activities or emergency management activities shall meet the 
following activity standards: 

i. The activities shall meet the noise standards in Table 3 below.  

ii. Activity 1 in Table 3 shall meet either the minimum separation distance; or if within the 
minimum separation distance, the maximum noise limit, as specified in Table 3.  At least 
10 days prior to the activity occurring, the Council and the occupier of the land and 
adjoining properties shall be informed of the activity and whether Standard 1 a. or 1 b. 
will be used. 

iii.  The decibel noise standards specified in Table 3 for Activity 1. and 3. shall apply at any 
point within the notional boundary of any sensitive activity. 

iv. The minimum separation distances specified in Table 3 shall be measured between the 
boundary of the temporary military training activity or emergency management training 
activity and the notional boundary of any sensitive activity. 
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v. The duration of the temporary military training activity or emergency management 
training activity shall be limited to a period not exceeding 31 days, excluding set-up and 
pack-down activities. 

Table 3: Temporary military training activity  or emergency management activity noise 
standards  

 Activity  Time (Hrs) Noise Standard 

1.  Firing of weapons and single or multiple 
explosive events. 

0700 �± 1900 The activity shall either: 

a. meet a minimum separation 
distance of 1,500 metres; or 

b. if within 1,500 metres, not exceed 
the noise level of 65 dB LAmax. 

1900 �± 0700 The activity shall either: 

a. meet a minimum separation 
distance of 4,500 metres; or  

b. if within 4,500 metres, not exceed 
the noise level of 50 dB LAmax. 

2. Helicopter movements All times �1�=�6���������������������µ�1�R�L�V�H���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��
and Land Use Planning for 
�+�H�O�L�F�R�S�W�H�U���/�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���$�U�H�D�V�¶ 

3. Any other noise-generating activities  a. The activity shall meet the decibel noise limits of 
Table 1 or 2 of Rule 6.1.5.2, except that: 

i. on up to 10 days per year on any site, 
activities may exceed the decibel noise 
limits in Table 1 or 2 of Rule 6.1.5.2 by 10 
dB or less, and 

ii.  the noise limit in Table 1 g. of Rule 6.1.5.2 
at a rural site boundary shall not apply. 

 Temporary activities  

a. Temporary activities specified in Rule 6.2, other than temporary military training activities or 
emergency management activities which are subject to the activity standards in Rule 6.1.6.2.2, 
shall meet the following activity standards: 

i. Temporary activities specified in Rule 6.2, and located on a site listed in Table 4 below, 
shall meet the noise standards set out in Table 4.  

Table 4: Location-specific noise standards 

Refer to Appendix 6.11.3 for maps of the locations specified in this table. 
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 Location  Maximum No. of 
Days 

Time limit 
(Hrs) 

Noise limit 
(dB) 

Qualifications 

LAeq  LAFm
ax 

1. Lancaster Park 3 days per year 0900�±2230 65 85 a. Assessed at the boundary 
with any site in a residential 
zone. 2. Queen Elizabeth 

II Park 

3. Specific Purpose 
(Wigram) Zone 

Refer to Rule 
21.1.3.1P2  

Refer to Rule 
21.1.3.1 P2 

65 (15 
min) 

85 a. Applies only to temporary 
recreation activities or 
exhibitions provided for by 
Rule 21.1.3.1 P2. 

4. Temporary 
Christchurch 
Stadium 

Refer to the provisions for Temporary Christchurch Stadium, including noise, of 
Chapter 18 Rule 18.3.5. 

5. Christchurch Kart 
Club Raceway at 
Carrs Road 

120 days per year, 
excluding 
Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day 

0900-1700 65 85 a. These noise limits shall apply 
between 0900 hrs and 1800 
hrs for official kart racing 
events that comply as a 
KartSport NZ race meeting 
with a status of Group A to 
Group G event, and are fixed 
in the published annual 
calendar of the Christchurch 
Kart Club. 

1 day between 
Monday and Friday 
each week, 
excluding public 
holidays, that is 
fixed in the 
published annual 
calendar of 
Christchurch Kart 
Club 

1300-1700 65 85 

6. Ruapuna 
Motorsport Park �± 
Specific Purpose 
(Ruapuna 
Motorsport) Zone 

Refer to the noise provisions of the Specific Purpose (Ruapuna Motorsport) Zone in 
Chapter 21. 

7. Hagley Park Any 0900-2200 50 85 a. Assessed at any property in a 
Residential Central City 
Zone. 

b. Fireworks are exempt from 
the LAmax limits. 

2200-0900 40 75 

30 days per year 0900-2230 70 85 

5 of the above 30 
days per year 

0900-2230 75 85 

New Years 
Eve/Day 

0900-0030 
(12:30am 
New Years 
Day) 

75 85 

8. Cathedral Square 120 days per year 0900-2230 70 85  

9. Victoria Square 20 days per year  0900-2230 70 85  
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ii. Any temporary activity specified in Rule 6.2, and located on a site not listed in Table 4, 
shall:  

A. be located no closer than 30 metres from any residential unit;  

B. use sound amplification for a total duration not exceeding 4 hours per day on any 
site, including all sound checks; and 

C. occur only between 0900 hours and 2200 hours;  

and for sound amplified activities, either: 

D. have a total amplified power not exceeding 500 Watts RMS; or 

E. result in a sound level not exceeding 65 dB LAeq at any residential unit, to be 
evidenced by a report from a suitably qualified acoustic consultant. 

 Rural activities  

a. Bird-scaring devices shall meet the following activity standards:  

i. Any bird-scaring devices shall: 

A. not operate between sunset and sunrise; 

B. not be used within 200 metres of a notional boundary of a residential unit;  

ii. Noise from such devices, including clusters of up to three shots from gas operated 
devices, or three multiple shots from a firearm in rapid succession, shall not exceed 65 
dB LAE when assessed at any point within the notional boundary of any residential unit 
on any other site.  

b. Frost control fans shall meet the following activity standards: 

i. Any noise generated by a frost control fan shall not exceed 55 dB LAeq when assessed at 
the notional boundary of any residential unit on a separate site under different ownership.  

ii. This noise limit in Rule 6.1.6.2.4 b.i. applies to the total noise from all frost control fans 
in the vicinity operating simultaneously.  

iii.  The noise limit in Rule 6.1.6.2.4 b.i. includes a correction for the special audible 
characteristics of frost control fans and no further penalty shall be applied to measured or 
calculated noise levels. 

c. Any other rural activity shall comply with Rule 6.1.5. 

 Aircraft operations at Christchurch International  Airport  

a. Aircraft operations at Christchurch International Airport shall meet the following activity 
standards: 

i. Noise from aircraft operations shall not exceed 65 dB Ldn outside the 65 dB Ldn Air 
Noise Compliance Contour shown in Figure 1, other than as provided for in Rule 
6.1.6.2.5 a.ii .. 
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ii. Noise from aircraft operations may exceed the aircraft noise limit in Rule 6.1.6.2.5 a.i. by 
not more than 2 dB, provided that such exceedance is due to atypical weather, national 
flight disruption, natural disaster or other unplanned circumstance. 

iii.  Monitoring and determining compliance with activity standards i. and ii . above shall be 
as follows: 

A. Noise monitoring of aircraft operations shall be based on calculations from an 
operational aircraft noise model, and records of actual aircraft operations at 
Christchurch International Airport �R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V.  

B. Noise from aircraft operations shall be calculated as the Annual Aircraft Noise 
Contour (AANC), over the busiest three month period of the previous year.  

C. The calculations shall be performed by a person with appropriate qualifications and 
experience in airport noise modelling and acoustics assessments. 

D. The calculated results shall be verified by noise measurements carried out in 
accordance with the Airport Noise Management Plan required under Rule 
6.1.6.2.9.1.  

E. The measurement of aircraft sound exposure levels and the derivation of the 65 dB 
Ldn contour shall be in accordance with NZS 6805:1992. 

iv. An Aircraft Operations Noise Monitoring Report shall be provided annually by the 
Airport Operator to the Council. The report shall include: 

A. the calculated AANC; 

B. the results of the verification measurements; 

C. analysis of compliance with reference to Rule 6.1.6.2.5 a.i. and ii.(including the 
number of exceedances and the reasons for them); and 

D. a summary of complaints received over the previous year in relation to noise from 
aircraft operations, and any actions taken in response. 

v. The additional activity standards in Rule 6.1.6.2.7 for aircraft operations at Christchurch 
International Airport shall be met. 

Figure 1: 65 dB Ldn Air Noise Compliance Contour 

[Refer to Directions for amendment]  
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 On-aircraft engine testing at Christchurch International Airport  

a. The testing of engines on aircraft at Christchurch International Airport shall meet the following 
activity standards: 

i. Noise from the testing of engines on aircraft shall not exceed the noise limits shown in 
Table 5 below at the engine testing compliance monitoring positions (ETCMPs) shown 
in Figure 2.  

Table 5: - On-aircraft  engine testing noise limits 

Noise Limit Engine testing compliance monitoring positions (ETCMP) - 
refer Figure 2 

65 dB Ldn, 7 day 8 points 

55 dB Ldn, 7 day 8 points 

75 dB LAmax 2200 to 0700 only Edge of residential zone �± 3 points 

Figure 2 - On-aircraft  engine testing compliance monitoring positions (ETCMPs) 

[Refer to Directions for amendments]  
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ii. All high power testing of jet engines on an aircraft shall occur between the hours of 
0700h and 2200h, except that a maximum of 5 unplanned engine testing events within 
any three month period may occur between the hours of 2200h and 0700h. 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































